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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the dirrci cnccs bciw eenthe subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a \vht)lc \v duIcI have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-7, 9-17 and 19-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Josephsoon (U.S. Pub. 2008/0034331) in view of Haupt (U.S. Pub. No. 2002/0042282). 

Regarding claims 1 and 11, Josephsoon teaches a lighting control network (150 and 250) 
(see fig. IB and 2A-B), comprising: a remote control unit (152, 220 and 252) having a RF signal 
transmitter and a RF signal receiver (see fig. IB, 2A-B, remote control unit (1 52, 220, and 252) 
is communication with MDS (102 or 202) via a wireless communication pathway or with two 
way link (160, 260 or 234) (fig. IB and 2B on page 10, section [0106] and page 11, section 
[01 10]); and a plurality of lighting control units (202s) with wireless RF connection (160 or 260) 
(see fig. IB and 2B, page 10, section [0106] and page 11, section [0111] lines 3-12), each of the 
lighting control units (102s or 202s) having a RF signal transmitter, a RF signal receiver (see fig. 
IB and 2B, page 10, section [0106] and page 11, section [01 1 1] lines 3-12). In this case, the 
wireless communication in RF link is well known in the art or inherently disclosed transmitter 
and receiver for communicating. And a lighting unit (1 10 or 210) associated therewith (see fig. 
IB and 2B), wherein the remote control unit (152 and 252 or 220) and the plurality of lighting 
control units (102s and 202s) are configured in a master-slave oriented network (see fig. IB and 
2B), one of the plurality of lighting control units (102 or 202) and the central control unit (152 or 
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252) being configured as a master in the network (150 or 250) (see fig. IB and 2B, master is the 
control (152 or 252); and remaining lighting control units (102s or 202s) of the plurality of 
lighting units and the remote control unit (220) being configured as slaves in the network (see 
fig. IB or 2B, page 11, section [01 11] lines 3-12). In this case, the central control unit (152 or 
252) of lighting control unit is configured in a master lighting control, and lighting control units 
(102s or 202s) configured is slave oriented network. Since one or more devices coupled to a 
network may serve as a controller for one or more other devices coupled to the network (e.g., in 
a master/slave relationship). But Josephsoon does not mention the plurality of lighting control 
units (102s and 202s) communicating bi-directionally with each other via a RF wireless link. 

However, the related art Haupt teaches the master remote unit (1) (central unit 1), and 
plurality of mobile apparatus 4-9 (slave) which are in the form of transmitting and/or receiving 
devices and which in part transmit data and/or signals to the central unit (1) (master unit). The 
mobile apparatus 4-9 each have a respective control module equipped with transmitting and/or 
receiving functionality, for direct or in-direct bidirectional communication with each other, and 
can be central controlled by the master central unit. In this case, the central control unit is a mater 
remote control, the mobile apparatus 4-9 control units is a slave remote control, since each of 
slave remote control 4-9 can bidirectional communication with each other with comman by the 
central control unit (see fig. 1, Master remote control (1) communication on command to the 
remote control slave (10), than the remote control (10) communication with other control unit 6 
and 6, see page 2-3, sections [0029-0033]). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
invention was made to modify above teaching of Mosebrook with Haupt, in order to provide 
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directly or indirectly controlled by the central unit (master unit) (see suggested by Haupt on page 
2, section [0029]). 

Regarding claims 2 and 12, Josephsoon teaches a sensor (906) for sensing a parameter 
and transmitting a status of the parameter (902) to the master (908 of 900) (see page 14, section 
[0129-0131]). 

Regarding claims 3 and 13, Josephsoon teaches the sensor is selected from the group 

consisting of: an ambient light sensor, a motion sensor, an occupancy sensor, a temperature 
sensor, and a combination thereof (see fig. 3A, page 13-14, sections [0126 and 0129-0131]). 

Regarding claims 4 and 14, Josephsoon teaches the sensor contmiunicates via a RF 
wireless link with the master (see page 9, section [0096]). In this case, the sensor communicates 
via a RF wireless link with the master, since the control lighting fixtures remotely without 
rewiring, and the occupancy sensor input/output device communication with master with RF 
signal. 

Regarding claims 5 and 15, Josephsoon teaches the master (252 of 202) is one of the 
plurality of lighting control units (202s) and controls the lighting unit associated therewith in 
response to receiving the status of the parameter (see fig. 2B, page 11, section [01 1 1] lines 3-12, 
section [01 13], and see page 9, sections [0096-0100]). 
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Regarding claims 6 and 16, Josephsoon teaches a user interface (224) control on the 
remote control unit (220) is associated with at least one of the plurality of lighting control units 
(202) (see page 11, section [01 10]). 

Regarding claims 7 and 17, Josephsoon teaches the slaves (202s) communicate directly 
with the master (252) via RF wireless communication (see fig. 2B, page 11, section [0111] lines 
3-12, section [0113]). 

Regarding claims 9 and 19, Josephsoon teaches the network combines a RF 
communication protocol and a lighting control protocol (see fig. 2B, page 11, section [0111] 
lines 3-12, section [01 13], and see any hard selection protocol on page 6, sections [0072-0073, 
0076-0078], and page 16, section [0148]). In this case, the communication protocol is between 
mater and slave assignment command on-off status bit map is the lighting control protocol, and 
the RF wireless link of the commmication RF communication protocol. 

Regarding claims 10 and 20, Josephsoon teaches a mechanism for selecting back-up to 

the master (252 of 202) (see fig. 2A-B, page 11, sections [0111 and 0113]). In this case, the 
mater (252) is selected from the (control units (202), therefore the control unit (202) can be back- 
up controller for master (252) to controlling the system. 
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3. Claims 8 and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Josephsoon (U.S. Pub. 2008/0034331) in view of Haupt (U.S. Pub. No. 2002/0042282) further in 
view of Crookham (U.S. Pub. No. 2007/0171028). 

Regarding claims 8 and 18, Josephsoon teaches the master (252 of 202) is one of the 
plurality of lighting control units (202s). But Josephsoon does not mention a central control 
master for interfacing multiple instances of the hghting control network together. 

However, Crookham teaches a central control master (138) for interfacing multiple 
instances of the lighting control network (136) together (see fig. lA-B, and 8-10, page 4-5, 
sections [0065-0068]). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
invention was made to modify above teaching of Josephsoon and Haupt with Crookham, in order 
to provide user can potentially access this information from anywhere an Intemet connection is 
available using wireless or wireless form the central control master (138) and network 136 to 
control of light and other electrical controller system (see suggested by Crookham on page 5, 
section [0066-0067]). 

Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-20 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Applicant agues the reference of Josephsoon does not disclose the master/slave 
relationship on the central control unit and light control units. However, the examiner does not 
agree. Since Josephsoon disclosed the central control unit (152 or 252) being configured as a 
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master in the network (150 or 250) (see fig. IB and 2B, master is the control (152 or 252); and 
remaining lighting control units (102s or 202s) of the plurality of lighting units and the remote 
control unit (220) being configured as slaves in the network (see fig. IB or 2B, page 11, section 
[01 1 1] lines 3-12). In this case, the central control unit (152 or 252) of hghting control unit is 
configured in a master lighting control, and lighting control units (102s or 202s) configured is 
slave oriented network. Since one or more devices is coupled to a network may serve as a 
controller for one or more other devices coupled to the network (e.g., in a master/slave 
relationship). Therefore, the reference of Josephsoon is teaching the limitation of the claim. 

Conclusion 

5. Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

or faxed to: 

(571) 273-8300, (for Technology Center 2600 only) 

Hand-delivered responses should be brought to the Customer Service Window (now located at 
the Randolph Building, 401 Dulany Street, Alexandria, VA 22314). 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tan Trinh whose telephone number is (571) 272-7888. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday fi-om 9:30 AM to 6:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiners 
supervisor, Anderson, Matthew D., can be reached at (571) 272-4177. 
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The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is (571) 273-8300. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the Technology Center 2600 Customer Service Office whose telephone 
number is (703) 306-0377. 

7. Information regarding the status of an apphcation may be obtained from the Patent 

Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 

may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 

applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 

system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 

system, contact the Elecfronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Tan H. Trinh 
Division 2618 
June 29, 2009 

/TAN TRINH/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2618 



